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O prevent all miſapprehenſions: I mean by the So- 
cieTy of InrForMERs and their AssoclaTEs, the 
AuTHoss of thoſe LiszLs, which have been publiſhed in 
the EveninoG ADveRTIsER, and likewiſe the AuTHoRs 
and Eprroks of a virulent Paurhlzr, called, A Dz- 


FENCE of the Rxcrox and FRLILOWS of Exkx TRR Col- 
LEGE. | 
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ADVERTISEMENT T. 


IN CE the Publication of the following Aroloev, the 
InzxorRMERs have aſſerted, That the ſeveral matters, 

which I allege to have been charged on me in the four farſt 

Articles, are not to be found in their Papers, I beg leave 

he” therefore to refer the Reader, that he may not have the 
diſagreeable taſk of turning over a whole heap of rubbiſh, 
to two numbers only of the Evening ADVERTISER, 101 
and 105, which will be ſufficient to fatisfie his curioſity. 
In number 101 my ADVERSARIES, aſter beſtowing on me 
ſome of their Latin elegancies, charge me, in wretched 
Engliſh metre, with being born in IRELAND, with having 
N received, twenty years ago, fifteen hundred pounds, as ſub- 
W K ſcriptions for Books, anbich I have not yet publiſhed, and with 
| being one of the Writers (with which particular. I am re- 

proached in many other Papers) of the London Evening 
Pos r. In number 105 I ſtand charged with being the Au- 
thor of the PoL1TICAL ConsIDERATIONS: And this Accu- 
| ſation, altho in the AroLoGy I have touched on it very 


gently and ſuperficially, is preſſed on me with the utmoſt 
ipight and bitterneſs, and the want of moralt as well as 
learning imputed to me. For, in the firſt place, the Ix- 
5 FORMERS pretend, that there are conſpicuous in this Work 
e the moſt 1MMORAL PoLIT1CKs, that ever human nature ſeems 
* to have been guilty of. Secondly, Inſtead of FalsE Eng- 
LISH (the ſoft terms, which I have uſed) they reproach me 
with the greateſt IGNORANCE in the tranſlation of certain 
: Latin 
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Latin paſſages; which i is in effect to tell the public, that 18 
could neither write En glich, nor underſtand Latin. And this 
whole Charge, which is falſe in every circumſtance, i is iftro- 
duced, as my AbvxRSARLES acknowledge, in order to ap- 
ply to me a character i — Frrz-OsBopn's Letters; which 
Mh the fame truth and propritty may be applied to any 
other man in England. As I have had fo many ſpecimens 
of the ulage, which I muſt always expect from rHESE MEN; 
and, as 1 am immediately threatened with a moſt ſevere 
ANSWER to my Rede [ therefore think it incumbent 
on me to require the Axs WRRER to put his name to his 
Work. And for the reaſonableneſs of this demand I appeal 
to the candor and judgment of all impartial Readers: Who, 
T hope, will be of opinion with me, If another anonymous 
Libel ſhall be ifſued out by our InForMERs, that they have 
reſolyed to take all advantages, and not only to attack me 
in numbers, but with a vizor on every face; acting upon "Y 
the ſame principles with other maſked criminals, but of a ä 1 
leſs noxious kind, whom we have ſometimes the misfor- | 
tune to meet with j in our travels, | 
28 WM 39 
' Shes this Adverts iſement my ADVERSARIES, Without any 
our 'to my demand, have put forth 3 or 4 bulky Axo- 
NYMOUs pamphlets ; in which 1 have beflowed on me all 
the ſcurrilous appellations, and on themſelves the moſt ex- 
travagunt ' praiſes they could poſſibly heap together. The 
one and the other are equally juft and true. There is in- 
deed one Piece, to which the Author hath ſubſcribed his 
name. But, as he ſeems to have compoſed it with no other 
defign, than to prove himſelf an INFORMER in the worſt 


fenſe of the word, it needs no reply. 


' DOCTOR KINGs 
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Oo 1 PDE | 
VINDICATION of HIMSELF Kc. 3 


CT HENI a to ſome of my friends 

| W my deſign of offering an AroLocy to the 
public, they endeavoured to diſſuade me from 
it. They faid, I ſhould deſcend too low in attempting to 
vindicate myſelf from the calumnies of a SE of Inzor- 
MERs, Who, when they ſwear, are not believed, and there- 
fore it 1s not to be ſuppoſed, that by their Libels they can 
poſlibly injure an eſtabliſhed reputation. I might perhaps 
have liſtened to this advice, and laid aſide all thoughts of 
writing my ViNDICATION, if I had not been convinced, 
that my AbvxRSARIES do not act entirely from the dic- 


tates of their own bad hearts, but are encouraged, and 
; A ſupported 


ſupported by perſons of rank and fortune, and even by 


ſome, who are very defirous of being eſteemed more juſt 


and righteous, than other men. By ſuch a combination, 


the meaneſt people, who might otherwiſe be ſafely deſpi- 
ſed, may become formidable. And who indeed can ra- 
tionally think himſelf ſecure againſt the moſt worthleſs 
and contemptible of his enemies, when they are veſted 
witkm eredit, amd excited by rewards ? When Oarzs mate 
his firſt appearance i in Nonpov in the quality of an apoſ- 
tate Jeſuit and InrorMER, he was contemned, and his pre- 
tended plot turned into ridicule. But, as ſoon as he had 
found proper. 
his dependen 8, his hatrative x was conſidered as a matter 
of the greateſt importance; and, notwithſtanding the in- 
famy: of. his eharacher and che inconſiſtency! of his "whole 
eyidence,, he was able te deprive many innocent perſons 
of their lives and fortunes. Towards the cloſe of the laſt 
century, d execreble IN fOUνi ERG framed ian accuſation of 
highrtreaſon againſt Dr Saen, the bifhap uf |RocussTER, 
and ſome Lords ef the privy council, by flipping a treaſon- 
able paper into a flower- pot in the chimney of the biſhop's 
hall (and from this ſtratagem qur RR Lor ſeems to have 
deen copied ):to-Which: place the ſtate - meſſengers were di- 
reed to make the diſcovery. Although this conſpiracy was 


ſoon detected, and the innocente of the noble perſons, 
NG „ eee ſulfficiently cleared; yet the bithop 
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trons, and a certain method of faſtening 
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gave himſelf the trouble to enquire ſo minutely concern- 
ing his accuſers, and procured ſuch intelligence of all their 
former tranſactions, that he was able to compile an exact 


hiſtory of their ves. In this ac unf ſack 4 ſeries of 


cheats, villainies and impaſtured is produced, 251 believe, 
will ſcarce ever be equalled, unleſs by the Mak E-Yrors 
and InrorueRs, who infeſt this place, and ſeem ambitious 
of excelling all their predeceſiats, in the arts uf xchned 
malice, and in the various methods of applying it. The 
reader may be aſſured, that I am not a little mortified to 
find myſelf obliged to contend with adyerſaries of this caſt 
and complexion. The match is very unequal. I can; ref; 
cue my character, but I can make no repriſals by gaining 
a victory over thoſe, who by a conſtant habit and oourſe of 
life are become inſenſible to ſhame and diſgrace, and have 
no honour or reputation to loſe. However, as our Ittgon - 
MERS have objected to me ſeveral facts, inſerted in an E- 
VENING NEws Par BR, (which only ſubſiſts by the ſcandal 
which it ſpreads) as likewiſe in a pamphlet called, A Da- 
FENCE of the RxcrOR and FEILOWS of EX ETER Coulgasy 
which hath been circulated with great induſtry not only 
by their Acg Ns, but alſo by their Par RNS; I think it 
incumbent on me to give an anſwer to thoſe particular 
charges, leſt I ſeem to confirm them by my ſilence, and 
furniſh my ExkMIESS with an ee of PING 


n on their own forgeries.|,,| 
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Bor dee is noche: een ben * ſome notice of 
our InzorMeRs at this juncture, which, indeed, ought 


principally to weigh with me. They Have involved the 
Uxrvxxsirv in my pretended guilt. The applauſes beſtow- 


cd on me are imputed as high crimes; and the Vicx-ChHñAN- 


CELLOR hath been reviled, becauſe he was pleaſed to make 
me a compliment, when he entered upon the ſecond year 


of his office. In truth, this excellent and learned Macrs- 
 TRATE hath been treated with ſuch inſolence and inhu- 
manity, as have juſtly raiſed the indignation of all thoſe 


worthy- men, who have a deference for our conſtitution, 


and are ſenſible, that the peace and diſcipline of this place 


cannot be preſerved, if we ſuffer our GovRRNOUR to be 
libelled with "impunity. -' And yet if we were to puniſh 


theſe L1ÞELEERS according to our ſtatutes, they would im- 


mediately cry out, PzxszECUTION! And, as the times are, 
am in ſome doubt, whether the marks of infamy, fixed 
on them here; might not be confidered as marks of ho- 
nur in another place. I have ſaid before, that our Ix- 
FORMERs have their auxiliaries, and know where to ad- 
dreſs themſelves, when they want any countenance, or ſup- 
port. We need not be told, that the ancient enemies of 
the UNIVERSITY, Diſſenters of all ' denominations, and 
both the ancient and modern enemies of Chriſtianity are 


their faſt and faithful friends, But their chief refuge at 


preſent, 


[31 
preſent, and the PaTroNs, on whom they principally de- 


pend, are thoſe OS: who are diſtinguiſhed by the 


appellation of DRxs ER TER: Who with regard to us ſtrict- 
ly practiſe the Italian maxim, and never forgive thoſe per- 
ſons, whom they have injured. We are therefore the con- 
ſtant topics of their angry declamations: They preach 
vengeance againſt us in all places: And they denounce us, 
as ſeditious and diſſaffected, becauſe we cannot faſhion, 
and accommodate our morals to every new ſyſtem of po- 
litics, which they think proper to take up. For, if their 
turn can be ſerved, they are not aſhamed to perſue the 


very ſame meaſures to day, which they condemned yeſter- 


day, and groſſly flatter thoſe great perſonages, whom very 
lately they as groſſly abuſed. Trzsz are the Mx, who, 
having been true to no party, are, notwithſtanding any ac- 
ceſſion of wealth, grandeur, or power, hated by all. And 
this public hatred, which they have thus drawn on them- 
ſelves, imbitters all their new acquiſitions, and hangs like 
the point of a ſword juſt over their heads, during all their 
entertainments. By this means their temper becomes ſour- 
ed againſt every thing, that is good and laudable. Every 
man of probity and honour is their envy and averſion : 
And all communities, which are not to be influenced by 
their counſels, and are free from the general contagion, 


are the objects of their fury and revenge. ThEsE are the 


Men, from whom our REVEREND IN RORUuRERS are con- 
| tent 


Oy” meets conſiſts of the e particulars: 


167 
tent to receive their principles ; whoſe. paſſions they ſtudy, 
and adopt; * whoſe. commands they implicitly obey ; and 
conſequently are ſo abandoned; as to diſhonour, and diſ- 
turb the UnzverzsrTy by every kind of outrage, which 
may ſetve the little purpoſes of their own ambition, or 
promote the cauſe” of corruption. If I were to finiſh the 


character of Tux sER Max, I ſhould be obliged to inſtance 


many other particulars. But this would draw me too far 
out of my way. Therefore I return to what immediately 
concerns _— 


oP is . CHARGE 1 againſt me by the So- 


crizrTy of INForMERs, after I have been at the pains to 


ſtrip off the ſcurrilities, with which I found it very oo 


1. It; is objeRted to me, That I am an Taromax. 


"WF That twenty years ago I received FIFTEEN HUN- 
, DRED PounDs or GuiNEas, as ſubſcriptions for a 

| book or books, which I bave not yet publiſhed : And 
allowing 5 per Cent. for this ſum, it is now doubled, 
and amounts in the whole to THREE THOUSAND 


_ Gvuinzas ; £ which I have defrauded my 2 


Gers. 


11. -That I write the LoxDoN EVENING Prom: ale 
IV. That 


71 


| Iv. That I wrote 4 4 in Quazn Axxz's reign, inti- 
_ Puled, " PoLITICAL Cons1DERATIONS; publiſbed about the 
be 17 10, and dedicated to the Duke of Ne : 
In which book there i5 FALSE ENGLISH. 


V. That 1 offered myſelf to ſale both in ENGLanD and 
IxzLAND ; but was not found worth the purchaſe, 


"VL. Ther Lum che auther of @ 00. publiſhed laſt winter, 
' called the DREAMER, 


All theſe ArTicLEs are extracted from the Society's 
Evenins News Parztxs (of which their DioNITIED 
Caizy hath the direction) and the two laſt AxrIcLEs are 
repeated in their pamphlet, called a DzrzNce of the RC- 
rok and FElLows: of Exk TER CoLLEGE, and enforced 
with great vehemence, and in the uſual ſtyle of their 
Hovusz. There is likewiſe contained in the fame pamphlet 
a general charge, That I have libelled all ranks and orders 
of men both in church and fate, even from him, that fitteth 
en the throne, to the loweſt of his people. To theſe ſeveral 
Accusarrioxs I will now make a citing, and, I hope, 
a ſatisfactory anſwer. 


TRE FIRST ASSERTION of the InrorMERs, That I am 
an IRISHMAN, is a [notorious FALSsEHOOD. I was born in 
| MippLE- 


8. J 
MippLeszx of Exorisk parents, and of as good a a | 


ly, as any in that county. And what T value myſelf up- 
on much more, than upon my family, I have hitherto 


ID preſerved an invariable affection for the place of my birth: 


I have never failed on all occafions, both in my converſa- 
tion and my writings, to approve myſelf a Txux ENOLISH- 

MAN; and have firmly and ſteadily adhered to our excel- 
lent conſtitution in church and ſtate; notwithſtanding all, 


that hath been affirmed, or infinuated to the contrary in 
the SocitTY's libels. | 


Bur now give me leave to svrrosx, I had been born, 
and educated in IR&LanD: Would any man of common 
humanity, or common ſenſe impute this to me, as a crime ? 
Or by what logic (except, what may probably be taught 
within the walls of our InroxmERs) could ſuch a circum- 
ſtance reflect on me the leaſt diſgrace? Perhaps, at this 
juncture, 1 ſhould eſteem it an honour to owe my birth 
to a country, where the ſpirit of liberty and the amor pa- 
triæ ſo viſibly prevail againſt the force and power of cor- 
ruption, and where patriotiſm is not to be put out of coun- 
tenance by the ſarcaſtical jeſts of a court-ſycophant, or to 
be ſubdued. by the iron-hand of a great miniſter. Beſides, 
I have lived long enough in the world to diſcern the folly 
and injuſtice of all national prejudices, and to be convin- 
ced, that virtues and vices are not the growth of any par- 


[9] 
ticular ſoit or climate: I have the pleaſure to be acquain- 


ed with many Ix1sn Gentlemen (I beg the reader's pa- 
tience and his pardon, if he ſhould think this a digreſſion) 
who are well bred and elegant ſcholars; and whoſe good 
nature, wit and good ſenſe render their converſation verx 
agreeable and inſtructive. And, indeed, as to the liberal 
arts and ſciences, the Ix ish nation is in no reſpect inferior 
to ours; witneſs; the immortal works of the late Dx AN of 
St. ParRick's, of whom Cardinal Pol IoNAC, who was 
himſelf one of the politeſt ſcholars in Euxoes, ſaid to me, 


IL 4 17 ESET T cRAAT ZUR; an elogy, in my judgment, 
preferable to all the monumental inſcriptions in Ws r- 


umsrzx Abbey. Further: The Inisꝝ Gentlemen are as 


eminent for their military, as for their civil accompliſh- 
ments, and their courage hath never been diſputed. Tis 
well known, that the Duke of MaRLBOROVOH placed his 
chief confidence in the ſkill and intrepidity of his IxIsR 
officers: And the Irisn Brigade, now in the ſervice of 
Francs, is allowed by the Fxzncy, Generals to be the 
choiceſt body of their troops: A diſtinction, which they 
have well deſerved on all public occaſions. By the way, 
I find myſelf at this inſtant ſo charitably diſpoſed, as to 
adviſe the cxize DixtoToR of the Sociz rv to avoid for 
the future all national reflections. The Izisn Gentlemen 
are very apt to reſent injuries of this kind: And if any of 
them ſhould happen to obſerve his Canonical Reve- 
'B 1 


L ro) 

ARE NCR, when he is in the height of his fury, and is throws 
ing his ſcurrilities round about, without reſpect of place 
or perſons, they may ſhew as little regard to the ſacred 
character, which he hath * ufurped, as he ſhews to it him- 


elf, and take the liberty of correcting him in the ſame 


lawns; as they would correct an impudent and abuſive 
chairmam or porter. Icould ſay much more to the ad- 
Vantage of cde laren nation; if I were not unwilling, ſor 
the Honour of my o Country, to afford an occaſion to 
foreighers of making odious compariſons. I confeſs, there 


are Matty very bad men to be found among the common 


people of IxE AND: Ard the ſame thing may be objected 
es all the nations i EU AOR. The lower claſs of people 
in ExctanD is eminently wicked: And I am ſorry to ſay, 
that we abend at preſent with a ſpecies of criminals, un- 
HOM t our unceſtors, and the better ages of the world, 
PaxzrctDes and IvrorMers, | 
10 wm} af ni won obne 
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„By whit |tHitarls Gd this man procure holy orders? He was re- 


faſtd-(or would have-been-vefulked, if he had Applied for it) a Teſti- 


7 855 or Certificate of his good behaviour b vernors of the 
öllege, where he had been e edd "And E ie Oper acquainted 


With his life add converſation. , May we not therefore be allowed to 


ſay, That he is one of thoſe Shepherds, wh Wave; not oy the door | 


into 0 the Sheepfold, but © nbed of 2 ſlbeß way 


fubjerip- 


 ſubſeriptions. far a wont] nwbich I have. not yet publiſhed : An 


[ xx ] 


to ſhew themſelves powerful advacates againſt me, and to 
ſtrengthen their charge, they have made the y12TEEN HUN= 
BRED Gu INE as MGR) ra THREE | THOU SAND; by: .alledg- 
tug, that I rereiued the muney'' twenty". years ago. And 
of this ſum, according to their calculation, and as I ſtand 
accountable in the-Sociz.ry's books, I have wronged, or 
robbed my ſubſeribers, But it happens to the confuſion 
of my ENRMIES (if any thing can happen to their confu- 


ſion) that this Accus AT ION is, like the former, a molt 


baſe and impudent Fals Hoon, and a ſingular proof both 
of their raneour and folly, The truth is this. Seven of 
eight years ago I adyertiſed my friends, That L intended 
to publiſh my LArix works in two volumes in Quarta, 
and deſired, that thoſe Gentlemen, who were inclined to 


purchaſe the books, would be pleaſed to leave, or ſend 


their names to the Coco TREE in PALL Mair, I fixed 
the price at two nm ro BE — WHEN THE: Hooks 
WER DELIVERR 
at the Coco big and — fav! to na! I-had- about 
4.50. ſubſcribers, when I cloſed my ſubſcription ; having 
determined from the beginning to print no more, than 
500 books in that form. According to my propoſals. I 
neither required, nor received any part of the ſubſcription 
money from any one of my ſubſcribers, tho many of them 
were ſo kind, as to offer me the whole. Why I depart- 
Ro | 3 22 ed 


0 


[=] 
ed; on this occaſion, from the uſual method, and refuſed . 
to take any money, until the books ſhould be publiſhed, 
and delivered to the ſubſcribers, the reaſon is obvious. I 
wquld not qblige myſelf to fix a certain time for the pub- 
lication, but be leſt to my own. liberty and leiſure. I 
might perhaps be of opinion, tliat one time might be more 
ſeaſonable, than another. I might likewiſe imagine, that 
in the interim ſome new matter might be offered to my 
eonſideration, and claim a place in one of my volumes. 
This hath juſt now happened. For the Society of Ix- 
FORMERs: lately erected here, eſpecially, as I intimated be- 
fore if we conſider their foreign connexions, their PA- 
noms and Associarzs, is a very proper ſubject for ſa- 
tire; and deſerves the animadverſion of every man, who 
is able to retaliate on 1 * retains 
een Ware ond ut! l 

— 1 


f 1 


ly now: 8SUPPOSING, 1 had kd the ſum, which 
th Inzoruers' have, charged to my account, as ſubſcrip- 
tion money; had I done any thing more, than what hath 
often been practiſed in this country? And, if I were in- 
clined to recriminate on this occaſion, I could name ſome 
perſons, for whom the SocrzTy. profeſſeth the greateſt eſ- 


teem, as guilty of the meaſure. (for J will not call it by a 
coarſer name) which is ſo unjuſtly imputed to me. In 
oy" as no bow _ » by the delay of publica- 


tion, 


[23] 
tion, except the author, who hath been for ſome years 
plates &c, ſo nobody hath any right, or reaſon to com- 
plain. I have often conſidered with myſelf, what ſhould 
induce my ADVERSARIES to publiſh this bold aſſertion, 
which could immediately have been diſproved by more 
than 400 witneſſes. I cannot otherwiſe account for it, 
than by concluding, they have ſtudied with application 
the art of roLITIcAL PsEUDOLOGY, fince they ſeem to 
govern their judgment and conduct by the maxims laid 
down in that celebrated diſcourſe: Wherein the author 
demonſtrates, that a defamatory tale, if it be fo diſcreetly 
invented, as to obtain a general belief only for one day, 
may be improved to a good uſe by a crafty IxTORMUER. 
But, how our REVEREND InrormMers are able to recon- 
cile the profeſſion of PszUDoLoGY with another profeſſion, 
which they have been permitted to aſſume, and which 


plainly enjoins a very contrary an. 1 muſt own. m. 
ſelf incapable of explaining. 


I coME now to the THIRD ARTICLE of ay * 
(that I write the London Evening Pos r) wherein my 
ADVERSARIES, Contrary to their intention, have aſſigned 
me a greater ſhare of merit, than I can claim. For many 
eſſays, letters, and political paragraphs in that Nx ws Pa- 
PER are the productions of an excellent wit, and full of 


good 
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good; ſenſe 3 and prove the author to be: well ſlrilled in all 
the hranches of our trade and commerce, and to have ac- 
quired a perfect knowledge of the ENolsH conſtitution. 
And ſome of thoſe papers are written with ſo much force, 
and with: ſuch a power of perſuaſion, that, notwithſtand- 
ing the great want of public ſpirit, the general indolence 
and corrupt ſtate of the country, they have ſuddenly rou: 
ſed che people to a ſenſe of their duty and their danger, 
and have defeated many pernicious and deſtructive ſchemes. 
At the ſame time they have been of no ſmall ſervice to 
the miniſters of ſtate, who by this canal have frequently 
received a very ſeaſonable intelligence, and, on many cri- 
tical occaſions, have been made acquainted with the ſenſe 
of the nation, which perhaps they could not ſo imme- 
diately have diſcovered. For my part, conſidering the 
controverſy; in which I am at preſent engaged, I return 
my hearty thanks to that ingenious perſon, who detected 
the oorreſpondence between Oarzs and his Succksson; 
and printed their letters in this Evsnine Parts. And-I 
am ſure, the Inhabitants of WIxpsoR ought particularly 
to make their acknowledgments to him, ſince he hath fully 
opened the wicked defigns of that zv11. SrIxTr, who hath 
been ſuffered to come among them, and to put on the 
form and habit of a man of God. As I have not the va- 
nity to arrogate the labours of another man's pen, I there- 
fore-think myſelf bound to declare, that I have no con- 
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cern in the LoD Evening Posr. And I do not re- 
years paſt, been printed in that paper, except the follow- 
ing ſhort Epigram, of which a friend having prevailed on 
me to give him a —— to ſend it to the 


"Fr rom * bad als which he Pug, a poor trade, | 
Oarzs the SECOND Ifo d, and a Cayon was made : 
But to ſhew his new art, his Reverence now brags, 
4 8 will pick out nbi from an . of old 
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This little piece of raillery, might ſurely be forgiven me 
even by the Inyorwers themſelves, ſince it is the only 
method I have hitherto taken to revenge myſelf on their 
Crn1zr, after having been libelled by him 2 or 3 times u 

week for ſix or ſeven months together, and loaded with 
all the ſcurrilities, which his own genius could ſuggeſt, or 
with which the aſſiſtance and converſation of the Rx VR“ 
REND Ebrronxs of the DsyzNcE could: pens him. | 


Taz rourTH "EQ; 3 on me by 2 W 
ſeems rather deſigned to provoke my laughter, than to 
raiſe my ſpleen. And, indeed, I could make myſelf very 
merry with it, if I had not determined to be ſerious, and! 
to keep my countenance through this whole diſcourſe, 
4721 The 
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The 'Revereny: InyorMes, after various. conſultations, 
reſolved to leſſen the reputation, which I had acquired, as 
I>could' write: good. Latin. This was an imprudent, con- 
ceſſion. And therefore it was judged neceſſary to take off 
from it by a counterpoiſe, and by proving, that I could 
not write good Engliſh, This was an undertaking worthy 
of the Grand InrorMes : Which, however, he accom- 

pliſhed without much difficulty. He had found, it ſeems, 
upon a tall in Lonpon, a book, intituled, Pol TIA 
ConsDirATIONS, publiſhed in or about the year 1710, 
and dedicated to the Duke of BRAUrORT. The author of 
this book was one Doc rox KinG: And in this book there 
is falſe Engliſʒ: Therefore Doc rox KING the preſent 
PxrincieaL of St. Mary HALL writes falſe Engliſh. Is 
NPs hs 


* The GRAND INFoRNMHER generally diſtinguiſhes this place by the 
title of AuLa L1BERTATIS, or, -LisexTy Halt. Whether this be 
his own, or the invention of ſome other Genius of the Socixrv, he 
ſeems to be extreamly pleaſed with it. And I frankly confeſs, I am as 
much delighted with it, as his Reverence. I efteem it a moſt glorious 
title, and I heartily wiſh, it were confirmed to us by a proper autho- + 
rity. If I might be allowed an option (I hope my 1 Catholic 
friends will excuſe the freedom of the ex n) I ſhould be very 
willing to change one Saint for the other. 

Under this title of AuL L1BERTATIS PRINCIPALIS the ſame In- 
FORMER hath beſpattered me in ſome doggrel verſes ; in which, ac- 
cording to his manner, there is not a line of truth, or ſenſe. So that 1 
can now .honeſtly boaſt, that I have been libelled by the wort, and 
celebrated by the "be poet in England. See the TuMePn of Is1s. 
| new 


71 
new manner. of reaſoning,” which my AbvxRSARIES have 
lately introduced to prove themſelves good Chriſtians; 
That once upon a time a certain man, who lived in the 
houſe, where ſome of our InrorMERs are now fed, wrote 
a treatiſe in defence of Chriſtianity? I wonder, when the 
DIGNIFIED CHIEF went fo far back as 44 years to convict 
me of this tranſgreſſion, that he did not add 10 or 12 
years more to the account, and ſtep out of QUzEN ANNE's 
reign into KING WilLiam's, when he would have found 
me at ſchool, and might have truly affirmed, without a 

voucher in his hand to prove the charge, that I frequent- 
ly wrote faiſe Latin. This would be dealing more honeſt- 
ly with me, than to make me the author of a book, 
which I have never ſeen, nor ever heard of, till this In- 
FORMER accuſed me of writing it. But falſe accuſers are 

\ ſometimes caught in their own traps, and an innocent 
man hath often been acquitted by the blunders of the evi- 
dence, which hath been produced to convict & him. Thus, 
to prove me the author of the Pol TTIœAL ConsiDzrA- 
TIONs, the IN roRMUER hath mentioned a circumſtance, 
which demonſtrates, that I was ot the author. For this 
book was publiſhed by a Doctor Kine in or about the 
year 1710: But I was not a Doctor Kins till five years 
after that date, as appears by the UNIVERSITY Regiſter. 

I have dwelt the longer on this filly tale, becauſe it ſerves 

to ſhew, as well as an heavier accuſation, the ſtretch of this 
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Inrormrr's malice, who hath gone back near half a cen- 
tury in ſearch of ſome little incident in my life, which 
| might furniſh him with a pretence to reproach me, as an 
ignorant writer : And, when he could not find any thing 
| for his purpoſe, he invented a very foohſh and ridiculous 
charge; which, if it were true, would, at this time, little 
affect my character; and beſides he would be the unfitteſt 
man living to make it. For in ſo many reams of flander, 
which he hath compiled during the laſt ſeven or eight 
months, in defiance of truth, conſcience and common 
ſenſe, it would be difficult to pick out a ſingle page, that 
is not very defective in ſtyle and grammar: And the 
Nrws-Par RR, of which he hath the direction, is uniyer- 
fally allowed to be the moſt wretched mee that 

ever was n in du country 
pores WIBL Hong * an opportunity of acquainting my 
readers, . that it hath been the cuſtom of the Society to 
impute to me the works of other writers, ſuch eſpecially 
as. might afford. any plauſible reaſon for a ſcurrilous anſwer. 
Thus about two years ſince, during the warm canvaſs in 
OXFORDSHIRE, a poem was publiſhed, called THXENODIA 
e I notes ie ie, nor have I any know- 
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* What opinion wild we entertain of the Wenn concerned 
in acht PaPeR, who have. made choice of a public INFORMER for their 
A and perfenal lander for the ſubject of their Pave ? 
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ledge of the author; for which, however, I was libelled 
in Jacxson's Journal: And ſome of the Socizr v had 
the impudence publickly to affirm, that they knew me to 
be the author of this piece. I further declare, that, altho' 
in conformity to the principles, which I always profeſſed, 
I moſt heartily wiſhed ſucceſs to the OLD InTErEsT, yet 
I never employed my pen in favour of that cauſe, untill 
I had been provoked by the moſt opprobrious language 
and many infamous attempts of our InrorRMERs, to ani- 
madvert on their behaviour. So that I have this advan- 
tage over my ADVERSARIES, that I can always plead in 
my juſtification : They have made the firſt attack: Which, 
indeed, is generally the plea of virtue againſt vice, and 
truth againſt falſehood, | 


TAE NEXT PRETENDED Faer, That I offered myſelf 
to ſale both in ENGLAND and IRELAND, hath been urged 
againſt me with a particular malignity, and repeated fo 
often in the SociE T's EveninG Parts, and now at laſt 
inſerted in the DEREN CE, that I am in ſome doubt, whe- 
ther my Accus Rs themſelves do not believe it to be true. 
They are fruitful geniuſſes, and are often hurried fo far 
by the fire and force of their imagination, that their me- 
mory may not always ſerve them to diſtinguiſh with that 
nicety, which is requiſite, between. the tales and calum- 
nies, they haye invented, and thoſe, which they have 
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heard from others. But without enquiring, whether this 
part of the Crxarce againſt me is to be aſciibed to an 
evil memory, or an evil conſcience, It is as ralsE and 
SCANDALOUS, as any of the former articles, of which my 
ADVERSARIES have accuſed me. By offering myſelf to ſale 
both in ENGLAND and IRELAND, I ſuppoſe, is to be under- 
ſtood, an attempt, or endeavour to procure for myſelf a place, 
or penſion, or ſome preferment either eccleſiaſtical, or ci- 
vil, For by a new kind of logic, framed by the iniquity 
of the times, 20 ſell ones ſelf, or to be a place-man, or pen- 
ſoner are become ſynonimous terms. This, at leaſt, is 
the notion and practice of my AbvxRSARIE SN and is cer- 
tainly well exemplified in their Caitr, who hath entitled 
himſelf to the dignity, which he poſſeſſes, by having ad- 
vanced ſome paces beyond all the reſt of the Band. For 
he hath ſold himſelf body and foul: To whom, tho' his 
contract, as it is a work of darkneſs, may not eaſily be 
proved, yet his acts, his libels, and above all his late cor- 
reſpondence, which are viſible to all the world, ſufficient- 
ly teſtifie. But, more particularly to vindicate myſelf from 
this aſperſion, I declare, That, at no time of my life, ei- 
ther in Ex LAND, or IRLAND, either from the preſent, or 
any former government, have I aſked, or endeavoured by 
any. means to obtain a place, penſion, or employment of 
any kind. In the four laſt years of QUzzn ANNxE''s reign, 
when I was a young non," and lived much in the world, 


and 
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and could not be wholly free from ambition; when hke- 
wiſe my family and my friends had an intereſt in the mi- 

niſtry, and offered me all their aſſiſtance, I abſolutely de- 
clined it. There hath ſince happened another remarkable 
era, when ſome perſons of diſtinction, to whom I had 
the honour to be well known, went into place and power. 
In this number was a noble Lord, one of the brighteft or- 
naments of our country, who, by virtue of his high office, 
had many beneficial employments at his own diſpoſal. As 
I had always been received by this excellent man with 
great marks of eſteem, I have the vanity to believe, that, 
if I had requeſted any thing from him, which was proper 
for me and ſuitable to my education, I ſhould not have 
been refuſed a ſhare in his favours. However, I never 
made any application to him on this account: Tho' 1 
would rather be obliged to his generoſity, than to the 
bounty and patronage of any other miniſter. For there is 
a peculiar politeneſs and humanity, which accompany all 
his actions; and his gifts are doubled by his manner of 
beſtowing them. It may here perhaps be enquired, why 
I would negle& ſuch fair opportunities, as ſeem to have 
been offered me, of rifing a degree higher in the world. 
J could aſſign many reaſons for my conduct: But one 
anſwer I have always ready. I inherited a patrimony, 
which I found ſufficient to ſupply all my wants, and to 
leave me at liberty to perſue thoſe liberal ſtudies, which 
| afforded 
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afforded: me the moſt ſolid. pleaſures in my youth, and are 
the delight and enjoyment of my old age. Beſides I al- 


ways conceived a ſecret horror of a ſtate of ſervility and 


dependence: And I never yet ſaw a place- man, or a cour- 


tier, whether in an higher, or a lower claſs, whether a 


prieſt, or a lay- man, who was his own maſter. To this 
obſervation let me add, what I intimated above, that who- 
ever, and of what quality, or condition ſoever, whether a 
peer, or a commoner, a citizen, or a country gentleman, 
hath renounced his party and former connexions to obtain 
new honours, or a lucrative office, or employment, he hath 
ever afterwards, and in all places, been treated with diſ- 
tinguiſhing marks of contempt. 80 that his preferment 
hath ſeemed to me, and I believe hath been frequently 
thought by himſelf, the ſevereſt ſtroke, or misfortune of his 
life. This is an undeniable truth, and this conſideration, 
if there had been no other impediment, would have de- 
terred me from deſerting my old principles, and my old 
friends. It is certain, if I ever propoſed to be a candidate 
for court-preferment, I was ill inſtructed in my firſt ſet- 
ting out, and neglected a very neceſſary preparative, A5 
Fove principium: For, in the courſe of a long life, I ne- 
ver was once at court either in ENGLAND, or IRELAND: 
Altho' the road, which leads thither, is ſo beaten and fo 
broad, that I could not miſtake ane. or turn out of 
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Bur svrros xe after all, that at ſome time of my life, 
I had indulged myſelf in theſe ambitious views, which the 
InzoxMERs have imputed to me, as the higheſt cri 
or, to uſe their own terms, that I had offered myſelf to | 
ſale; could not I juſtifie my conduct by the example of if 
my ſuperiors, and by ſome among them, who are the pro- 4 
felled PaTzons of my. Apversartits, and the Idols, 1 
which they worſhip? Sueyoss likewiſe I had been reject- 9 
ed for want of merit, as in the DzpeNnct is aſſerted (and it 
tis molt certain, I muſt have been rejected, if my merit || 
and qualifications were to have been meaſured: by the ſame _ 
ſtandard, which hath recommended the Socrs Ty to grace | 
and favour) in that caſe ſhould not I deſerve rather' to be | 
pitied, than reproached, as being a ſufferer in common 
with many other wretched mortals, who were likewiſe 
found not worth the purchaſe, and therefore, after a long 
and cloſe attendanee and a thouſand promiſes, have been | 
© fatally diſappointed ? For it muſt be confeſſed, that! even 1 
in this corrupt age, there are few SzEKERs, however they 
may be urged by their ambition, or their poverty, who 
can prevail on themſelves to advance into the world, like 
common ſharpers, with a reſolution to play the whole 
game; and, when all other ſtratagems fail, to practice the 
arts, and claim the merit and the pay, of InyorMERs. 
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I I yrocttDinow.to conſider the laſt ArTicus: exhibited 
againſt me by the REVEREND IxORMERS. And this part 
of their CHaR OR hath likewiſe been judged ſo important, 
that, altho it hath. frequently been mentioned in their 
Nxws-Parkx with all poſlible aggravations, yet they have 
now thought proper to transfer it, as well as the preceding 
ARTIcLR, into the DRr ENR. The AccusaTion is this. 
Jam ſeverely reproached with having written a book, pub- 
liſhed laſt winter, intitled, the Dazamer; altho' my 
ADVERSARIES, have no certain knowledge of the matter, 
nor have any right to aſſign: me, as the author of this 
work. But the reader is by this time perfectly well ac- 
quainted with their manner 'of treating me, and hath ob- 
ſerved, how they cauſe me to be born, and bred in any 
country they pleaſe, and make me act, or write whatſo- 
ever they pleaſe, and whenſoever, laſt week, or laſt win- 
ter, or forty years ago; provided they may be able to infer 
ſomething, from their forgeries, which may leſſen and diſ- 


„ * 8 


* The GRAND IxTORNMAER, in one of the SocteTY's Evening Pa- 
pers, aſſures the public, that this book is in very few hands, and that 
the Bookſeller to puff it off hath printed a new title page, calling it the 
Second Edition. Enquiring of the Bookſeller 1 find, that both theſe 
allegations are falſe. I mention them for no other reaſon, than to ſhew, 
that this man cannot perſuade himſelf to ſpeak truth in matters of no 
moment, and when the ruth perhaps would better ſerve his purpoſe. 
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. parage my morals, or my learning. Now, as to an open 

acknowledgment, whether I am, or am not the author of 
this book, I do not conceive, it is of any concernment to 
the reader, or of any conſequence to my own vindication 
nor do I believe the equity and candor of the public will 
expect it from me. It will be ſufficient, if I can free the 
Dx amr from all unjuſt and malicious imputations: And 
this, I think, may be effected in a ſmall compaſs. For 
all the cenſures and ſarcaſms (as far as I have been able to 
collect them) which have hitherto. been paſſed on this 
work, are formed by tacking ſome foul epithet, or appel- 
lation to the title; as, a eiLTHy DREAMER, an OBSCENE 
DR AMER, an IMPUDENT DREAMER, a DREAMER of 
Dzxz ams &c, and then, by glancing, a few dark innuendos, 
the whole is anathematiſed by the Sociz rv, and the ſen- 
tence (after their Scx1zz” hath embelliſhed it with a por- 
tion of thoſe flowers, of which he is never deſtitute) or- 
dered to be inſerted among 'the Acta D8LatoRUM, and 
to be publiſhed in the Dzzzxce, and in all other notable 
productions of their Housz, I ſhall not here examine, 
whether the DREAM ER be a real fatire againſt popery and 
the corruptions of the Court of Rome, as the key and ex- 
planatory remarks, printed at the end of the book, fully 
declare, to the entire ſatisfaction of many judicious readers, 
and good proteſtants: (And by the way I am much ſur- 

priſed, that our InyorMERs, who are continually declaim- 
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ing againſt popety and papiſts, ſhould condemn a work 
of this nature, unleſs ſome MzmBtrs of the Socittry are 
popiſh' prieſts in diſguiſe, which is not improbable) Nei- 
ther will it be neceſſary to enter on a particular diſcuſſion 
of the various matters contained in this diſcourſe. All I 
ſhall endeavour at preſent will be to give a general, but a 
very juſt, character of the performance by affirming, that 
there are not maintained in it any principles, which have 
not always been profeſſed and avowed, by all men of 
truth, honour, and integrity. The ſocial virtues and the 
love of our country are every where inculcated, the ſtudy 
and patronage of the liberal arts ſtrongly recommended, 
and the great advantages of temperance and ſobriety de- 
monſtrated, and impreſſed on us. The abuſes and quack- 
ety (for there ate quatks in law and divinity, as well as in 
nord Which Geform the liberal profeſſions, are raillied, 

and expoſed.” But the ſatire afterwards becomes more ge- 
neral, and ſeems to be levelled againſt the reigning vices 
 ah#/evriuptions: of the age, bribery and infidelity, pride 
and eruelty; ambition and avarice. Let me add, that the 


Whole work is wfitten eee and good manners; 


2hd there is not one ſentimerit, or expreſſion, which can 
poſſibly pive-offence to aft perſon, who is a friend to vir- 
tue, and his countty. This is a ſummary deſcription of 
the Dur H; and this, T am confident, will be aſſent- 
ed to, ahi allowed by al men of taſte and judgment, and 
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by every impartial and intelligent reader. Tis no wonder 
therefore, that our REVEREND IN ORMRRS ſhould revile 
ſuch an author. For it could not but provoke their dull 


malice to obſerve, how he hath diſtinguiſhed betwixt truth - 


and falſchood ; how. he hath condemned apoſtacy and op- 
preſſion ; how warmly he hath eſpouſed the cauſe of li- 
berty, and recommended peace and concord, and in times 
of danger, courage and conſtancy to every Houle of ſound 
learning. Add to this the Dazamer's continued invective 
againſt perfidy and corruption, the two great principles, by 
which the SocitTy expects to thrive. The perſecution of 
this author by the Band of InFormers puts me in mind 
of a remarkable paſſage in Ammianus MAaRrCELLINus ; 
wherein he gives an account of a certain court-paraſite, a 
Per ſian, called Mxxcuxlus, who lived in the reign of the 
Emperor Coxs rAx ius, and made it his whole ery 
to inform againſt thoſe, who related their Dnxaus; 


which he gave ſuch a turn and malignant — 
as to make every DRRA he heard, a capital offence and 


a crime againſt the ſtate, My ApversArigs; that they 
may not appear to be unacquainted with any branch 'of 
the INFoRMER's trade, ſeem very well diſpoſed to imitate 
the Per ſian's example. But, as they dare not falſifie the 
Daz amtr's text, and as it requires no ordinary ſkill in 
Mythology and the ancient Claſſics. to explain the obſcure 
parts of his fable, they have diſcreetly reſolved to anſwer 
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the book by abuſing the author. There is one part, how- 
ever, which they fully comprehend, and are therefore bet- 
ter able to expound, than more learned clerks; I mean the 
new ſyſtem, which the Dazamzr hath advanced in his 
account of the OnocenTauzs ; That there: are many hu- 
man figures, which are animated by the ' ſouls of brutes. 
For this ſyſtem cannot by any philoſophical deduction be 
ſo clearly evinced, and illuſtrated, as by the belluine lan- 
guage, the manners and the actions, of Se1zs and — 
MERS: : 
« Nec BE1LUa tetrior ulla, 
Quam DxLAToxIS | rabies, in Magna furentis 
Nan | 


w Bu 2 GD I finiſh my apology for this author, it will 
not be amiſs to obſerve, that the Errors of the Dertnce 
have thought fit, as a matter not unſuitable to their prieſt- 
ly office, to deſcribe the Daz aut in the language of the 


Holy Scriptures. I will take the ſame liberty in my turn, 
and recommend to their ſerious conſideration a Tex, 


wherein mention is made of a very foul and abominable 
Proflitution, which, if it were added to the other impuri- 
ties and natural malice of a modern IN rORMRERR, would 
compleat a character ſtill more infamous, than any, which 
hath yet been produced, or perpaps is extant in the Ex- 
b * ee 805 
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gliſh Annals: My Houſe ſhall be called the Houſe of pray- 
er, but ye have made it a DEN of THisves. 


I avs now gone through all the particular matters, 
which have been charged on me; and every reader can 
determine, what credit. is to be given to the aſſertions of 
my ADvsRsaRIEs. I have often wondered, ſince they 
were reſolved to defame me in ſuch a'public manner, and 
were only guided by their own invention, that they did 
not invent ſome crimes of a very heinous nature. For the 
whole, which hath hitherto been objected, if it were true, 
would not be enough for their purpoſe. And even in that 
caſe, I ſhould think myſelf a better and an honeſter man, 
than the beſt and the greateſt of their friends and patrons. 
Indeed, towards the end of their work the IN roRMERS 
themſelves ſeemed to be ſenſible of the defect and inſuffi- 
ciency of all their particular forgeries ; and therefore, in 
the cloſe of the DETRNOE, they have thrown. in a general 
accuſation with a terrible ſting in the middle of it, That 
IT have libelled all ranks and orders of men both. in church 
and flate, even from Him that fitteth on the ThRONR, ta 
the Inweſt of his people. Such an horrid expreſſion no other 
perſon, except euBLIc INFoRMERs,, would dare to uſe. 
And I am ſure no other perſons, except the moſt wicked 
of the Society, would firſt impute to me, as I have before 
complained, ſuch books and Fm as they think fit; 


and 
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and then expound them in ſuch a manner, as to bring me 
to the very verge of high-treaſon; in this inſtance nearly 
reſembling thoſe ſavage and inhuman robbers, who when 
they have ſtabbed a man in two or three places, and per- 
eeive,/ they have not killed him, reſolve to make ſhort 
and ſure work, by ſhooting him thro' the head. And, 
indeed, if I had ever converſed with any MxunERS of the 
Socrery which diſgrace and misfortune, I thank God, I 
have hitherts eſcaped) I am now convinced, they would 
have picked out of their Magazine, from whence the Ra- 
PLOT” was produced, ſome of the blackeſt treaſonable ex- 


| preſſions, and have charged me with them: And I might 


probably have been born down, and cruſhed by the weight 
of their erage But now, as to this looſe and general 
accuſation, in which my ApvexsArres have charged me 


She Glebe kn what, nor when, nor where; I may 


be allowed to treat it with oreat contempt, and be aſſu- 
ed; that no man of ſenſe and candor will lay any ſtreſs 
upon «It. However, that I may not be thought to leave 
any ching unanſwered, I will take ſo much notice of this 
imputation, as as to affirm, that it is of the ſame kind with 
all the reſt, a malicious FALsEHOOD. I defy the moſt 
fancorous of che Inrormers to prove, that I have ever 
made ſo near an approach to the manners of their Socrs- 
ry, as, in any part of my writings, to have defamed, or 


infulted- -0- — man. I have, indeed, ſometimes uſed 
the 
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the privilege of a free-born ſubject to animadvert with an / 
honeſt zeal on the degeneracy of our morals, the debaſe- 
ment of the Engliſb ſpirit, and that univerſal venality and 
depravation, which are acknowledged by all parties. But, 
whenever I have mentioned the artifices and oppreſſions 
of a great miniſter, the avarice and hypocriſy of a great 
prieſt, or the ambition and apoſtacy of a pretended patriot, 
I have always introduced feigned names, or the names of 
perſons long ſince dead, and have generally confined my- 
ſelf to ſome ancient piece of Hiſtory, or Poetical fable. S0 
that tis apparent, my deſign -hath been to er. n 
againſt the vices, than the nen. 


In fone euteceditiiey its of Wen nature, I pw Wo 
inclined to attribute this part of the SocIE 's accuſation 
not altogether to their hatred and vindictive temper, but 
partly to another cauſe. ''T have generally wrote in Latin; 
and I have reaſon” to doubt, whether my Apver&artes 
have ſuch a competent ſkill in that language, as to be al- 
ways able to comprehend my meaning, or to form a cri- 
tical and exact judgment of any performance, which 1 
have publiſhed either in proſe, or verſe. This cannot be 
thought an unjuſt cenſure, fince they themſelves have been 
modeſt enough to acknowledge in the DzrzNct, that they 
could not carry off whole ſentences of the Vrice-Cnancer- 
LOR” s Speech, or give a minute account of i, becauſe they = 


were 
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were obliged to repreſent it in a language different from 
what it was ſpoken in: That is, that they could not repre- 
ſent. it in Engliſb, , becauſe it was ſpoken in Latin. The 
Preſentation- Speech, which I ſpoke in the Theatre on the 
laſt Commemoration, at which the InrormErs pretend to 
take great offence, they have wholly miſrepreſented, and 
where they have ventured. upon a quotation, have miſquo- 
ted, as in the DzzsNCce, Imperio Vice-Cancellarii, which 
is their Latin, and not mine. In the cloſe of this Speech, 
I made a compliment to the Ladies who were preſent, 

which I concluded with the following addreſs, or exhor- 

tation: Addam tria verba, gue vos, lectiſſimæ matrone, 
vos, caſtiſſimæ puelle, figite in mentibus, habete in annu- 
lis, acu pingite in veſtibus: Quicunqus skIrsun ven” 
DIT, Is HERCLE CERTE HAUD , DUBITABIT UXOREM, ET 
FILLAM VENDERE. This was received with a ſhout of ap- 
plauſe; of which I took the advantage, and proceeded in 
this manner: Plauſum hunc, Academici, accipio in omen 
bona prenuntians, faltem nos commonefaciens officii & vir- 
zutis noſtre, utque caveamus &c. How do you think the 
InrorMERs interpreted this expreſſion? They ſaid, that 
I was ſo, indiſcreet, as to pronounce the applauſe, which 
was beſtowed on me, to be OMINeUs, or. @ Bad Omen. They 
alledged further, That in my Speech, I abuſed Ex TER 
Col LAGE. This is faid without any foundation, and 
may be. added to the catalogue of their other faljirie 
unleſs 
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_ unleſs we are charitable enough to impute this accuſation 
| Ikewile to their incapacity, or want of a quick apprehen- 
fon. Tis true, two or three days after my Speech in the 
Theatre, when I preſented ſome Gentlemen to their De- 
grees in the Convocation Houſe, I faid among other things; 
We can never be diſeſteemed by the ſound part of the Ma- 
tion, or by any Body of unprejudiced and worthy men, un- 
leſs we violate our ſtatutes, and depart from thoſe good rules 
and diſcipline, which we have hitherto maintained: I add- 
ed, © 1fi nos facimus ædes noſtras, ubi ingenuæ artes florere 
debent, AMBUBALARUM & BACCHANTIUM collegia.” This 
is the only expreſſion, with which I have ever heard my- 
felf charged, as an oblique reproach, or reflexion on the 
manners and behaviour of the FeLLows of Exg TRR; with 


what propriety, the Reverend Epitors of the Dzrzncs 


can beſt tell. N 


Bur, altho' my ApvERSARIES are not great Clerks, 
yet they have had ſagacity enough to diſcover, that I have 
ſometimes complained with a little warmth (and this is 
che chief cauſe of their reſentment, and of the torrent of 
Billing ſgate poured out againſt me) of the encouragement 
given to InrFoRMERs; whom I have properly deſcribed, 
as the peſt of ſociety, and the diſgrace of government : and 
as ſuch they are repreſented in the hiſtories of all ages and 
nations, Tacitus always mentions them, as a public nu- 


E ſance, 
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ſance, and with the utmoſt abhorrence and deteſtation : 
and in that ſhort character, which I have choſen for the 
motto of my title page, he pronounces them, to be à race 
of people born for the defiruftion of mankind. In truth, no 
virtue is a protection againſt theſe mercileſs detractors; and 
if they happen to accuſe one guilty man, they are ſure to 
involve twenty innocent perſons in his crimes, and in his 
ruin. I am convinced, that a Gzzar S IRI would diſ- 


dain to employ fuch inſtruments on any occaſion : 21 1 


member a Secretary of State, a Gentleman lignal for his 


vil 2 who would never fuer one of theſe 
fellows to come into. his preſence: Or, if any of the moſt 


impudent among them (fuch as the Cnixr of our Inzor- 


MERS, whom he would have thought a fitter perſon to fill 
a centry box, than a canons ſtall) got acceſs to him by 


ſurpriſe, or by any falſe pretences, he turned from them 


with contempt and indignation, as ſoon as they began their 


tale. A pretended affection and zeal for the government 


would not have engaged his patronage, or attention : He 


knew, that 3zad men, eſpecially Bap PzifsTs, can never 
be good ſubjects: And he would not have endured to hear 
an UrsTaxT boaſt of his loyalty, who had not one grain 
of truth, or honour in his compoſition. This NozLEeness 
of Seit, it muſt be confeſſed, is very rare: But, where- 


ever it is found, whether in a Sovereign — or in any 
of 
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of his miniſters, it forms the moſt amiable and moſt ſplen- 
did part of their character. TxA Ax was particularly cele- 
brated, and diſtinguiſhed on this account, by his excellent 
Panegyriſt; who tells the Emperor, that amongſt all the 
illuſtrious acts of his reign, there was not one more accept- 
able to the people, or more worthy of himſelf, than the 
puniſhment, to which he had ſentenced InrorMErRs. How 
well they deſerved the puniſhment inflicted on them, we 
may learn, if we look into the government of Nome under 
TaAjAx's predeceſſors. What an havock and deſtruction 
was then made by this deteſtable band of Ruffians? Some- 
times they were employed as public accuſers, ſometimes 
as ſecret poiſoners, and frequently uſed for the ſame pur- 
poſe, for which the modern IrALTANs hire their Brawos, 
without ſufficiently reflecting on their own danger. For 
it is not in the nature of an IN ORMER to be grateful, or 
faithful to any party, or any perſon, however liberally he 
may have been rewarded : The baſeneſs of his heart is 
equal to the mean ſuppleneſs of his ſpirit ; and for three 
pieces of filver, added to his ordinary pay, he would be- 
tray, or murder his protector. Obſerve the GRAND In- 
FORMER, Who roars ſo loudly in all places againſt Jaco- 
BITISM. Double his income: And ] will venture all, but 
my ſoul, upon it, that you may, if you pleaſe, make him 
an advocate for the PxzTENDER. Then let the ſame hand, 
which raiſed him firſt from the dirt, place him under a 

E 2 Dean's 


[ 36 ] 
Dean's canopy, he will make a ſecond turn with great 
ſatisfaction, and conſent to hang his JacosiTe Patron. 
The Snake, or Adder, which was found in the high- 
way periſhing with cold and hunger, and was taken up, 
and warmed into life and vigour in the boſom of a com- 
paſſionate traveller, againſt whom the ungrateful animal 
immediately employed his whole rage and venom, may 
be ſeen every day within the walls of the Socizr Y; and 


there is no man in England fo proper, as their Senn, ; 
to furniſh a moral for this fable. 


To Conciups: It is a misfortune to be ever la- 
mented, that ſuch a yzsTiLENT TznnE ſhould have been 
able to neſtle themſelves into a ſettlement in this Semina- 
ry of learning: Divines — who adjuſt their Divinity to 
the wicked meaſures of their Directors, and proſtitute 
their pen to every purpoſe unbecoming their function: 
Who are not aſhamed to load every Gentleman, even of 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed rank, who is conſpicuous for his 
virtue and abilities, with all the calumny they can invent. 
Thus, as ſoon as the EARL of WesTMoRLAND was inſtall- 


ed in his office of High Steward, they began to abuſe him 


in their ExNING-Pa ER, altho' one would not eaſily be- 


lieve, that a Nobleman of his rare and excellent qualities, 


of the moſt perfect honour and unbiaſſed integrity, of a 


moſt ſincere and benevolent heart, learned himſelf and a 


lover 


| 
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lover of learned men, and a ſteady aſſertor of the liberties 
of his country, could have one enemy in the world. Thus 
likewiſe they endeavoured to diſparage the GENTLEMEN, 
who attended my Loxp WEsTMORLAND on this occaſion, 
altho* they are all perſons of figure, family and fortune, 
and many of them Members of the preſent Parliament. 
But they are patriots, friends to the Un1versiTyY and the 
Engliſh Conſtitution, and therefore they were to be ſlan- 
dered, and repreſented, as perſons of no note, or name. 
But, to fill up the meaſure of their iniquity, and in open 
violation of our ſtatutes, they attacked the Vics-Cnan- 
CELLOR, firſt in the ſame ExENING-PAER for 40 reaſon, 
and then in the DerzNct for 70 other reaſon, but becauſe 
he gently reprimanded them for ſuch exceſſes, as, I be- 
lieve, were never committed before in any School of diſ- 
cipline and good manners. I refer the reader to a PROPER 


RL (to this virulent libel) lately publiſhed by our wor- 


thy Govzszxnos, wherein he hath ſufficiently juſtified his 


conduct with that prudence, judgment, and dignity, 


which are ſuitable to his character. I muſt obſerve, , be- 
fore I quit this ſubject, that our InzorRMERs by. attacking 
the Vics-CHANCELLOR in this open manner, and particu- 


larly by infinuating his want of affection for the Govern- 
ment, have much increaſed my ſuſpicion. of their great, de- 


\ ficiency in the Latin tongue. For would they have im- 


mn his loyalty, if they had underſtood his language; 


or, 
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or, to uſe their own terms, if they could have repreſented 
Yo themſelves in Engliſh thoſe dutiful expreſſions of his at- 


tachment to the Kine and ROYAL FamiLy, which were 
noted by all others, who heard the Speech? If our Inzor- 
MErs inſiſt, that they underſtood this part of the Speech, 
they muſt then acknowledge themſelves guilty of a very 
baſe calumny in imputing the leaſt diſaffection to a Ma- 
ers TRA TE, who juſt before, and in their preſence, had 
made a full declaration of his loyalty, and whoſe actions 
had been always correſpondent to the principles, which he 
profeſſed. Upon the whole, this Charge againſt the Vice- 


CnaNczlLox is evidently owing either to a profound igno- 


rance, or an extreme malice. The REVEREND InrormERs 


are at n to chuſe which they — 


Bur we wade not to be furpriſed, that our Inror- 
MERs have been fo inſolent, as to aſperſe one of our 
GREAT Oprrictss, our cHigr MacisTRATE, and others, 
the BEST. FRIENDS of the UniversITyY, when they have 
been wicked enough to charge the wol Rx Bopy with diſ- 


affection: And from a principle, which deſerves the worſt 
name, are daily inventing, and publiſhing ſuch reports, as 
may give a colour to their Defamation. Their late exz- 
"TENDED Por will ever be a memorable inſtance of the 
inveterate hatred, which they bear this place. And al- 


1 fince our danger is over, we deſpiſe, and deride the 


authors 


1 


* 
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authors of this villainous ſcheme : Yet, if their firebrands 
had not been happily broken over their own heads by 
their precipitate conduct, and the awkward management 
of their female Agent, or (which we rather ought to be- 
lieve) by the kind hand of Providence, they would have 
lighted up a flame, which might not eaſily have been ex- 
tinguiſhed. This thought was as bloody, as that Imperial 


Tyrant's, who wiſhed, the people of Rome had but one 
neck, that he might cut them all off at a blow. And 


this attempt is a ſufficient anſwer to all thoſe arguments, 
which the DiGn1izitD Chir hath made uſe of to diſtin- 


guiſh betwixt the ancient and modern InzorMERs, with | 


an intention to excuſe, or palliate his own proceedings, 


and to perſuade his readers, that he is not an IX oRMER 


of the ſame ſize and magnitude with ſome others: Al- 
though he would be much puzzled to inſtance any one 
of his order, who hath gone before him (I mean the or- 
der of InrForMERs) who was fo. very wicked, as to medi- 
tate the deſtruction of a flouriſhing Community, by whoſe 
favour and bounty, he had been nurtured, ' It muſt be 
further remarked, that neither 11S Man, nor his As80- 
cars have hitherto ſhewn any remorſe for engaging in 


ſuch an horrible conſpiracy. On the contrary, notwith- 


* 


* 1 6 


* Sec the INFORMATIONS &C. ran to the TREASONABLE VER- 
SES found at OXFORD, 
ſtanding 


2 
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flanding the diſcovery and miſcarriage of their o DEE 
SIGN, they are every week deviſing ſome low and baſe 


trick, worthy of their genius, by which they may hope to 


create ſome public miſchief and diſorder, and expoſe us to 
the cenfure of our Superiors. Thus, very lately they em- 
ployed *one of their AGENTS to creep into particular com- 
panies; and ſlip the PxzTENDER's picture into the pockets 
of thoſe perſons, whom they had before marked out to 
encreaſe their fund of Accuſations. By ſuch artifices, and 
by every kind of miſrepreſentation, theſe WAR THESs en- 


deavoum to influence, and inflame all perſons of condition, 
who are weak, or mean enough to liſten to their infinua- 


tions againſt the UNIVERSITY. Every little incident, 


which would be laughed at, and contemned in another 


place, is magnified here into a moſt enormous crime, and 
judged worthy the cognizance of the Government. Even 
'a ſong, or tune, which had been ſung five, or ſix years 


ago by a few. idle boys, and begun perhaps by the Inros- 
-MERs themſelves, is reported, as a tranſaction of yeſterday, 
and charged upon the wHoLt Body, as a ſignal mark of 
diſaffection. Tales, as incredible as any fictions in Ovip, 
if they can be ſo applied, as to blacken any part of the 
-UnrvzxsiTy, are greedily ſwallowed, and believed: And, 


if a man in place and authority were to aſſert, that the 


* See the Accouxr of the Wa ren-Pror. 


ſtones, 
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ſtones, with which our ſtreets are paved, are apt to riſe up, 
and ſpeak treaſon, he would not want an Audience to 
credit his relation. In a word, every act of our Ix roR- 
MRR manifeſtly diſcovers their ſavage and inhuman diſpo- 
ſition: And we may be aſſured, if they were armed with 
ſufficient powers, they would not only proſcribe thoſe vir- 
tuous and learned characters, which are the preſent orna- 
ments of the UNIVERSITY, but would deſtroy even virtue 
and learning itſelf, if they could reap the diabolical ſatis- 
faction and advantage of riſing upon the ruins. | 


I May here be aſked, what honeſt means I can propoſe 
to ſecure, or defend our Community againſt the malevo- 
lence of ſuch SeiriTs. I anſwer: Since they have ſepa- 
rated themſelves from the reſt of the Body by a ſeries of 
treachery, and a notorious breach of their oaths, let them 
ever hereafter be known, and diſtinguiſhed in all places 
(like their CIE) by the badges and characteriſtics, which 
they have been pleaſed to aſſume: And let every perſon, 
who is tender of his own reputation, and hath a juſt re- 
gard for the honour, and welfare of our ALluA MarzR, 
imitate the diſcretion of the Inhabitants of WIN psok, or 
the caution of our * military Gentlemen, and decline all 


— 


* The Officers of the army, who are particularly jealous of their 
honour, are not to be influenced by any motive, not even by the com- 
mand of their Superiors, to admit 3 them any of this odious 

| | TRIBE. 
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kind of commerce or; connexion with every MzMBer' of 
the Socizrv, whether dignified, or 1undignified. By this 
method, if it be punctually obſerved, we may reaſonably 
hope, in the courſe: of a few years, to get tid of our dan- 
gerous inmates, For ſtanch and experienced InroxMERs 
are ever ſelfiſh and ſuſpicious ;' and, as we may learn from 
the records of the oLD BA, when they are deprived of 
their uſual entertainment, and want materials to carry on 
their trade, or proper objects, on which they may exerciſe 
their malice, will make no ſeruple to prey upon one | 
Tn. 


TY. 

| 1 oe Deine Gels anther piece e to the 
Heads and Fellows of Colleges: To uſe great care and 
daution in admitting upon their reſpective foundations the 
Sons! of lom Mechanics. For I have long remarked, that 
the fidelity of theſe men is not to be depended on. They 
bring with them hither the meanneſs of their father's houſe, 
and they generally retain it to the end of their lives. This 
quality diſpoſes them to become the flatterers and ſyco- 
8 of any perſon of intereſt, who, yl. I, 


Fn IR, wy 0 31 idntltt! 2000 40 010175 


' 


2 ; 2111. 


Xx 
148 If ul: 5. bis, qt - Fs D. 


TRIBE. r, ho ares an Indonnen and an EE 2oainſt, 
Pr ATTERBURY, the late Biſhop of Rochrs TER, was rewarded with 
a & troop of Dragoons. But none of the other Officers would eat, or 
drink, or do duty with him. So that he was obliged to quit the Re- 
giment. I think, he had Eee ſell dis commiſſion. | 1 vo 0 
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help to advance their fortune: And, if their Patron be an 
enemy to this place, they readily join their miſchievous 
efforts to his, and open louder, than any others, in the 
cry againſt us. It is not here my intention to reject, or 
diſcourage; young Students of great integrity and rare en- 
 dowments, and theſe well cultivated. with the liberal arts, 
becauſe they may happen to be meanly deſcended. I have, 
an equal deference. for virtue and knowledge, in, what 
place ſoever they are produced, or whether they proceed 
from a palace, or a cottage: And I have always thought 
it very ungenerous, to reproach any man of worth and 
learning with the obſcurity of his birth and family. But 
if the Son of a CoBrer, who hath been educated here by 
charitable contributions, ſhould preſume, as ſoon as he 
has put on a Maſter's gown, to inſult the Goveanor of 
the UNIVERSITY to his face, and afterwards revile him in 
a libel diſperſed through the whole Kingdom: Would not 
ſuch an indignity provoke the moſt diſpaſſionate, and beſt 
\ tempered Spirit? And would not every impartial judge (I 
mean every judge of good manners) / condemn ſuch a 
WxeTcn to be ſent back to his fathers tall ? 


Wir regard to myſelf, it affords me a fingular plea- 
ſure to conſider; That I have no enemies in this place, 
except thoſe only, who have declared themſelves enemies 
to the UNIVERSITY and to the liberties of their Country; 

F 2  INFORMERS 
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Inrormtrs and their AssociAr ES, or ABETTORS. And, 


altho' theſe creatures, like other poiſonous animals, never 
want a ſupply of venom, which they are continually ſpit- 
ting out againſt me; yet, I hope, I ſhall at all times be 
able to provide myſelf with a proper antidote. For, if by 
reaſon of my age my hand ſhould grow too. feeble to 
write more than three letters, even thoſe three letters (fince 
J can now judge fo clearly of my ApbvxRSARIES, as to be 


aſſured, they are not capable of uttering any zruths*) will 


furniſh nie with a Monoſyllable ſufficient to anſwer all their 
invectives. I know only one thing, by which they can 


poſſibly diſhonour my churacter, which, God grant, I 


may never deſerve, THEIR Prarss! If fuch a great mis- 


fortune were to befall 'me, I ſhould ſuddenly lapſe into 
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I am in ſome doubt, whether I ought not to retract this Paren- 


theſis.” For I recolle&t, there is one CRIME, charged on me by the In- 
FORMERS, Which I muſt acknowledge to be true: tho' it will admit of 

alleviation, as I could not prevent it, nor can I mend it. It is 
my Ac. I am, an OLD SENSUALIST, an OLD TRUMPETER, an OLD 


Bor Ax, or deſigned by ſome other elegant and ſevere Apellative, to 


which the Epithet, oLD, may be properly prefixed, to add a grace and 
poignancy to the Satire. The Reader will eaſily believe, that I am not 
at preſent in a 2 to beſtow many good wiſhes on my ExRMIES: 
However, out of the ſincere love, which I bear to the UNIVERSITV, 


and for the honour and benefit of my. Country, I am willing on this 
occaſion to return good for evil, and do moſt heartily wiſh, that bis 
CRIME may never be imputed to any Member of the Socikx rv of Ix- 
FORMERS... : 1 
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the ancient ſuperſtition, and cry out with VIRGII's Shep- 
herd : 
| Baccare frontem 
Cingite, ne VATI noceat MALA LINGUA, ® 


As to my perſon, indeed, I cannot be ſure of defend- 
ing it againſt all the force and ſecret machinations of a 
Set of InForMERs, who will ſtick at no wickedneſs to 
compaſs their ends. They may form many deſigns, ſuit- 
able to their occupation, which may be out of my power 
either to foreſee, or prevent. They may introduce me, as 
a chief criminal, into their next yzETENDED PLoT: Or, 
they may order one of their Euiss ARIES to watch me into 
a crowd, and {lip a treaſonable picture, or paper into my 

> | pocket: Or, to make ſhort work, they may furpriſe me, 
like other Aſſaſſins, in a dark night; and, I imagine, they 
would think this the moſt meritorious of all their ſchemes, 
as it would effectually reſtrain me for ever hereafter from 
* rhe uſe of pen, ink and paper. But, whatever may be my 
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* My ExRMIES, after having crammed into an OFavo page more 
dirty and ſcurrilous language, than I thought it could poſſibly contain, 
are pleaſed to add, that it is the greateſt reproach of the GOVERNMENT, 
that ſuch an abandoned libeller, as I am, ſhould be indulged in the uſe of \ 
1 ink and paper. Here they diſcover one of the wicked artifices of 
ardened INFORMERs; To accuſe their innocent neighbour of the very 
crime they are guilty of themſelves, and at the very inſtant they are 
committing it. But they ſeem to aim at ſomething more by calling 2 
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fate, I * in no fear. For, although in the beginning 
of this Diſcourſe, confi dering the public manners of zheſe 


men, I have expreſſed ſome apprehenſions of their attempts; 


yet I deſigned this rather as a caution to my friends, than 


to intimate a ſuſpicion of my own danger, or any anxiety, 
or concern for myſelf. For I could this moment . behold 
the furious fallies of the whole Bax p, with the Daa at 
their head, and hear their curſes and their threats (although 
they were in poſſeſſion of greater powers of revenge, than 
they are at preſent) with the ſame calmneſs and contempt, 
with which I would reject the offers of their Paros, and 
the wages of corruption. This indifferent and philoſophical 
temper may in ſome meaſure be attributed to my age and 


experience, but is chiefly owing to an happy conſtitution, 


and to that equality of mind and _— with * Boo! 
hath been piraſry to bleſs me. 
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for the mos of the GOVERNMENT, and to require, that they 
may be at liberty to defame. me, as they think fit, and as they have 
done for half a year paſt; but, that I may not be allowed to controll 
their inveCtives, or make any reply: Like the great School-boy, who 


after inſulting, bullying, challenging, &c. refuſed to fight, unleſs his 


Antagoniſt had both his hands tied behind him. Before I conclude 


this note, it will be neceſſary to obſerve, that our InroRMERs are, up- 
on all occaſions, as familiar with the GovERNMENT, as if they were 


the Guardians of it, tho they never ought to be named together; eſ- 


ially as, I believe, what I intimated above, may eaſily be proved; 


that che zeal of the Socik rx is a meer counterfeit, and that theſe bur, 


terous FPS have as little boah, as they have truth and good man- 
ner Pp „ 
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Lizzra ſi pretio quantdvis otia vendam, 
Cui non inſanus videar ? Sed apertius audi: 
Que juvenem, infirmumque animi captare nequibant, 
Illa ſenem capiant? Aut que terrere pericaa 
Poſſe putes hominem, cui climactericus annus | 
Præſidio eſt omni majus? cui vita videtur 
Haud equidem tanti eſſe, ut quid caveatve, petätve 
A regni ſatrapis, ullaque fit anxius hora. 
Si mihi non dextram tetigiſſe, aut limina regum 
Contigit, & lare ſub tenui mea canuit ætas: | 
Attamen æquo animo, non ullis rebus egenus, 
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* Nox ULLIS REBUS EGENUs,] My ADVERSARIES have ventured 
to affirm, that this expreſſion is ungrammatical (tho it is agreeable to 
a Rule which may be found in all the Grammars now extant) and u 
on this preſumption they have inſulted me firſt in Engh/h doggrel, and 
then in a Latin Epiſtle (#1 it may be called Latin) addrefled to me, 
and dated from Hackney : Where, it 1 there is a famous Gram- 


mar- School, and therefore t th dap poſe, is intended to give a 
am EE j 


ſanction to the Criticiſm. Dunce, a BLUNDERER, 
JUVENIS SENESCENS, SENILIS PUER, NUGATOR FUTILIS VIRGA 
CASTIGANDUS, FERULA CORRIGENDUS, &c. &c. 

This new attack a little ſurpriſed me. I knew, that our InForMERs 
conſidered themſelves, as ſublime Politicians, and I imagined, they had 
all read Tacitus. I did not ſufficiently reflect, that they had 2 
bly baniſhed this excellent Hiſtorian, fince they had diſcovered 
be ſuch a bitter enemy to their whole tribe. Wherefore, for their in in- 


ſtruction, 


— — 


* 
| 
| 
| 


5 | 4 Non inhonoratus 4 : Neque gratius wo 
21. * 
Dil munus dederunt, cui ſe faviſſe fatenitur: 
1 1 25BICS ** . ni £0 |. | 
—_ | FORTY * 7 * "TL, 51 | 
a I take us Art) to profect them with che following au- ' 
On FED 295175 $1172 3A © 2.4 | 
| Nee olul nun elt. Morten you ; * 
4 5 HED ; Tacit, Annal, L. 12. C. 46. | 
6d. #4 12 £27116 #44 — + : : 
7 Qua prom, & « cobra In. non EGENUM. Ge. 4 ; 
n e ; ; 
Di: 4 Dir Tavit. Annal. 151 C. 12. 
How INE is it for my | ADVERSARIES at the firſt offer of a Criti- 
m thus to betray their ignorance? And might not I now.be well, 755 
tified in returning their compliments ? But inſtead of imitating” 
F language and manners, or urging the pernicious example of . — | 
3 | | 'TInrormess, I will content myſelf with aſking the learned Reader one i 
2 ng *queſtion:, Whether the education of any part of our Youth ought to | 
| 5 be committed to the care of TuESE MEN, who by their own confeſ- | | 
| fan are e with the rudiments of the N N 
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